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Thomas B. Ingles – First Mayor  1957



Mt Pleasant (El Sereno) 

1918



Peak to the north of Los Gatos 

Mt. Pleasant  1918





First City Hall in Monte Sereno
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Thomas B. Inglis 

Good Samaritan Hospital 

Groundbreaking

1963   



Thomas Ingles Champions 

Scenic Highway 9  1968
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Billy Jones and family 

1940’s





Billy Jones and Walt Disney  

1950’s







Billy Jones Wildcat Railroad on Daves Avenue 

1943 to 1968





Aerial View Daves Avenue 
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Peak Claravale Dairy 

1931 to 1996



Peak Claravale Dairy 1989



Ken Peake – Claravale Dairy



Claravale Dairy



Fred Hitt – Santa Clara County Fair

At Spartan Stadium

1950’s



Hitt Property 

1920’s   



Fred Hitt’s Pacific States Fireworks Factory

Late 1920’s



Hitt Family’s Famous 

Pyrotechnic Cinema Contribution

The Burning of Atlanta

“Gone With The Wind”

1931  



Fred Hitt’s Home and Fireworks Factory

1925 to 1963



Fred Hitt’s View of the Fireworks Factory

Late 1930’s







Fred Hitt’s Mt Lassen Eruption Re-enactment 

1931



Fred Hitt’s Wiring the control board

Mt Lassen Eruption Re-enactment 

1931







William Hitt 

Manufacturing Rockets

1930’s



George Hitt 

Manufacturing 

Gopher Destruction Bombs

1930’s



Bud Hitt 

Preparing for Fireworks 

Show at Spartan Stadium





George Hitt – First Airfield in Monte Sereno

1930’s
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Contact Information

Monte Sereno History Project 

• Doug McNeil, Vice Chair MSCC and local 

historian 

• dougmcneil@comcast.net



1919 Thomas

Ingles visits

Los Gatos

1951 Thomas

Ingles buys

land for 

retirement

1953 Builds home

1923 Fred Hitt moves

to Los Gatos

starts Pacific

States Fireworks

1917 Billy Jones

buys Oro Ranch

1943 Billy Jones

opens Wildcat

Railroad

1952 Billy Jones

Named 

“Man of the 

Year”

1968 Billy Jones

Railroad

closes after 25

years of 

operation

1931 Fred opens

Lassen state

Park w/fireworks 

show

1947

1952

Walt Disney

makes several

attempts to 

buy BJWCRR 

1957 Spearheads

City

Incorporation

Mayor

first ten years

1968

Initiates 

effort to make 

Highway 9

Scenic HWY

1931 Ken opens

Claravale 

Dairy

1996 closes

Claravale 

Dairy after

65 years of

operation

Signal flare

company 

explodes

1953

Signal flare

company 

moves 

to Morgan Hill
1956

Freds family

and sons 

performs

several 

Fireworks shows

County fairs

State fairs

Hitt estate is sold

to the Ross Family1963

1953 Daves

Avenue

Elementary 

opens

1956 Annexation

Battles

begin

Thomas Ingles Billy Jones Fred Hitt Kenneth Peake Local History

1983 95% of the

Land is

occupied

1962 Post office

1936

1938

Steinbeck

writes the

Grapes of

Wrath on

Greenwood

Lane

Ross Family

starts Christmas

tree lighting 

tradition

1902 Interurban

Railroad

opens

Chronologies



First City Council in Monte Sereno

1957


